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SUBJECT: OPINION POLL SHOWS COMMUNISTS BELOW MINIMUM LEVEL FOR 
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION 

REF: STOCKHOLM 0322 

1 . RESULTS OF A PUBLIC OPINION POLL ON POLITICAL PARTY 
PREFERENCES, RELEASED FEBRUARY 8, SHOW THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
(VPK) POLLING ONLY 3.5 PERCENT OF THE POPULAR VOTE, LESS 
THAN THE FOUR PERCENT NECESSARY FOR REPRESENTATION IN 

THE SWEDISH PARLIAMENT (RIKSDAG). LOSS OF RIKSDAG 
REPRESENTATION FOR THE VPK IN THE ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR 
NEXT SEPTEMBER COULD BE CRUCIAL FOR THE RULING SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, WHICH NOW GOVERNS WITH THE SUPPORT OF 
THE 19 SEATS WHICH VPK GARNERED IN THE 1973 ELECTIONS. 

THE VPK LOSSES APPARENTLY REFLECT VOTER DISILLUSIONMENT 
WITH THE OPEN FIGHTING WITH THE PARTY BETWEEN THE PARTY 
LEADERSHIP AND THE ' STALINISTS", LOCATED PRIMARILY IN NORTHERN 
SWEDEN. 
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INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH - ALSO REVEALED A 
THREE PERCENT RISE FOR THE OPPOSITION LIBERAL PARTY FROM ITS 
STANDING OF LAST NOVEMBER, TO A TOTAL OF 1 1 PERCENT, AND 
DROPS OF TWO PERCENT (TO 21 PERCENT) AND ONE PERCENT (TO 
17.5 PERCENT) FOR THE CENTER AND MODERATE PARTIES, 
RESPECTIVELY. THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC STANDING WAS SET AT 44 
PERCENT, UP ONE PERCENT FROM DECEMBER. AS IN DECEMBER, 

THE POLLS CONTINUE TO SHOW A SLIGHT EDGE FOR THE THREE 
OPPOSITION PARTIES OF A TOTAL STRENGTH OF ALMOST 50 
PERCENT VERSUS 47.5 PERCENT FOR THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
AND COMMUNISTS COMBINED. 

3. THE RISE IN THE STANDING OF THE LIBERAL PARTY IS 
ASCRIBED BY POLITICAL OBSERVERS TO THE ELECTION LAST FALL 
OF THE YOUTHFUL AND DYNAMIC PER AHLMARK TO THE POST OF 
PARTY LEADER. HOWEVER, THE LIBERAL PARTY GAINS HAVE COME 
AT THE EXPENSE OF THE OTHER TWO OPPOSITION PARTIES AND 
PARTICULARLY FROM THE CENTER PARTY, RATHER THAN FROM THE 
SOCIALIST CAMP. THE DECLINE IN THE STANDING OF THE 
CENTER PARTY REFLECTS THE FADING IMAGE OF PARTY LEADER 
THORBJORN FALLDIN, WHOSE CAMPAIGN AGAINST NUCLEAR POWER 
HAS SO FAR FAILED TO CAPTURE WIDESPREAD SUPPORT WITH A 
PUBLIC APPARENTLY MORE CONCERNED ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT THAN 
ABOUT THE THREAT TO THE ENVIRONMENT POSED BY NUCLEAR POWER. 

4. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC POLITICIANS INDICATE SATISFACTION 
WITH THEIR PARTY'S STANDING IN THE POLLS, POINT OUT 
THAT THE 44 PERCENT FIGURE IS SLIGHTLY ABOVE THE PARTY’S 
PERCENTAGE OF THE VOTE IN THE SEPTEMBER 1973 ELECTIONS. 

WITH STILL SEVEN MONTHS TO GO BEFORE THE NEXT ELECTIONS, 

THEY EXPRESS CONFIDENCE THAT ONCE THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
MOVES INTO FULL SWING, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO MOBILIZE 
THEIR VAST PARTY AND TRADE UNION APPARATUS TO GARNER 
AN EVEN HIGHER FIGURE. HOWEVER, THE SPECTRE OF A VPK 
DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE RIKSDAG, POSED BY THE PROSPECT 
OF A FALL BELOW THE MINIMUM FOUR PERCENT LEVEL, IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY WORRYING TO THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC T RADER, SHIP 
SINCE, WITHOUT VPK SUPPORT, IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY UNLIKELY 
THAT THE PARTY COULD WIN A MAJORITY OF THE POPULAR VOTE ON 
ITS OWN. 
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